PREFATORY NOTE
THE book which follows is a co-operative production. The
portions dealing with economic structure and development
were mostly, but not exclusively, drafted in the first place by
G. D. H. Cole, and the narrative matter mostly but not
exclusively by Raymond Postgate. Each author's section has
been gone over by the other, and for the final form both are
responsible. The book is intended to cover the history of the
common people in its political and economic aspects. The
history of art, literature and science is omitted, and economic
and political theory are described only as far as they have had
a direct influence on the political and economic history. This
is not because these subjects are thought to be unimportant,
but because in what is after all a brief outline space has to
be considered.
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